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harsh, but her remorse comes too late, Krishna
is gone. She longs for his presence, and is
restless; she is in love like the sweet birds
around her that twitter love songs to their
mates. Evening comes, and RMha cannot
keep quiet any longer. She feels like a lost
sheep, aye, like a shepherd who has lost a
sheep; she must go and find her Krishna.
"Even the reeds are bending low with pointed
fingers to show her the way." The lovers
meet and are re-united.

The Gita Govinda, like Solomon's Song, is
an allegorical poem. Krishna stands for the
soul which, again and again, is attracted by
the objects of the senses, the gopis, until
Divine Love (Radha) reclaims the dear wan-
derer. His heart is bruised and weary, and
he longs for rest.

" Return,

Sweet messenger of rest,
I hate the sins that made thee mourn,
And drove thee from my breast."

Jayadeva has been severely criticised for
painting Divine Pity in the gross colours of
earthly affection, but, for all that, the Shep-
herd's Song is a magnificent work of art.
The poet himself was as conscious of the magic